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The Limits on Control of Science and Technology

Joong Sop Shin

The advances in science and technology have increased human
power over nature, but also carry the risk of destroying humans
and nature. The risks associated with science and technology have
caused a need for control. In this paper I examine the limits on
control of science and technology. I will critically investigate two
main arguments that aim to control science and technology: ‘the
social  responsibility of  scientists and  engineers’ and
‘democratization of science and technology’.

Science and technology behave like an ecosystem. When we
intervene, unexpected consequences arise. No individual, institution,
or government can fully control science and technology. This paper
explains why we are unable to fully control it.

Key Words: control of science and technology, social
responsibility of scientists and engineers,
democratization of science and technology,

uncertainty of knowledge, homeostasis





