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A Solution of the Hempel's Paradox

Jechul Bak

Hempel's paradox is an assertion which claims that the hypothesis “all
ravens are black” can be confirmed by white shoes. This paradoxical
claim is based on two principles: one is Equivalent Condition, the other
Nicod condition. Many philosophers claim that the paradox derives from
the fact that Nicod condition is a wrong principle. But I will insist that
the paradox does not derive from that fact, but from the wrong
application of Equivalent Condition.

But indicating these mistakes is not sufficient to solve the paradox,
because, when there are only a few objects, (-Bi&-Ri), reducing possible
counterexamples, confirms ‘(x)(Rx—Bx)’. But science is typically
engaged in the investigation of an infinite number of objects. As a
result of this fact, (-Bi&-Ri) cannot confirm ‘(x)(Rx—Bx)’. Hempel's

paradox is not a paradox, but just a false claim.

Key Words: Paradox of confirmation, Raven paradox, Hempel,

Hypothesis, Law





