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Diverse Classification, Principles, and Birth of Knowledge

Jeong-Woo Lee « Kyung Ho Sim « Sang Wook Yi

Any classification of objects in the world is necessarily linked to the
birth of its accompanied knowledge. We investigate diverse classifying
efforts in Eastern and Western thoughts, and argue that behind the
confusing diversity of alternating classification systems, we can recognize
certain principles which guided the entire classification efforts. We also
try to show that the principles are closely related to the birth of
specific kinds of knowledge. In order to achieve this, we look at three
areas of knowledge: current natural sciences, western human sciences
and Korean Confucianism in Chosun period. First, we examine whether
‘natural kinds’ concept is adequate to explain the practice of current
natural scientific research. Second, we analyze how western hujman
science had been established through ‘ontological re-articulation’ of its
objects. Lastly, we discuss how the transition from Sung Confucianistic
classification to ‘empirical’ classification was achieved in the taxonomic
texts of Chosun period. We endeavored to illustrate how some guiding
ideas or principles had shaped the resulting classification systems in

each case.

Key Words: Classification, Birth of knowledge, Natural kinds,

Ontological re-articulation, Taxonomic texts





