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The Allure of Artificial Companionship

Hyundeuk Cheon

In this article, the concept and potentia risk of artificia
companionship are discussed. This discussion is timely because
artificial intelligence robots are expected to enter into people's
everyday spaces as partners of social and emotional interactions. After
briefly surveying the background of the development of social robots,
we examine the conditions on which an object can make a
companion relationship with us. In order to establish such a
relationship, the condition of empathy turns out to be the most
important. In this article, 1 distinguish empathy and sympathy from
mind-reading in the cognitive sense and reveal that social robots in
the near future are hard to achieve a genuine sense of empathy.
Finaly, we identify the nature of the companion-substitute and
address some ethical and social issues concerning its replacement
with human companions.

Keywords Social Robots, Artificial Intelligence, Artificia
Companion, Empathy, Authenticity



