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7) James Pryor (2005), p.186.
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18) W.V.O. Quine (1953), p.46.
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Theory-ladenness of observation and
scientific rationality:
with a focus on Prof. In-Rae Cho's discussions

Bosuk Yoon

In this paper, | try to critically review and further develop some of
Prof. In-Rae Cho's proposals about how to rebuild scientific
rationality in light of Kuhn's view of science. | start by summarizing
Cho's proposals, especialy the proposa that the idea of local
incommensurability helps to circumvent the challenge to the empirical
comparison of theories. Second, | argue that a new account of the
rational role of experience is needed for an adequate defense of the
context-relative foundationalism that seems to lie behind Cho's
proposal. Third, | provide a sketch of the account in which the
rational role of experience lies in justifying the transition from a
background conception to particular judgments. Finally, with the new
account, | try to explain why non-transitivity and Kuhn loss, contra
Cho, do not threaten the empirical rationality of theory revision.

Keywords incommensurability, theory-ladenness of observation,
revision, Kuhn loss, experience, rationality



