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Reichenbach's “relativized a priori” concept:
Its emergence and devel opment

Hyeong—gu Kang

In his Habilitation Theory of Relativity and a Priori Knowledge,
Logical Empiricist Hans Reichenbach diagnosed the crisis of Kantian
epistemology caused by the emergence of relativity theory. For the
post-Kantian  scientific epistemology, he suggested the concept
‘relativized a priori’ and the methodology of ‘analysis of scientific
knowledge'. In the first part of this paper, | anayze the process of
Reichenbach's philosophical reasoning for his new epistemology
beyond Kantian epistemology in his 1920 work. In the latter part of
this paper, | will deal with the history of logical empiricism, which
Michael Friedman proposed to assert his new idea of ‘scientific
philosophy’, especially his interpretation of the emergence and
development of Reichenbach's ‘relativized a priori’ concept. Friedman
diagnosed that the core significance of Reichenbach's “relativized a
priori” was lost when he started to use “convention” concept instead
of “relativized a priori” after the correspondence with Moritz Schlick.
However, | argue that If we investigate Reichenbach's later writings,
especially his Axiomization of the Theory of Relativity, we can find
that Reichebach still accepts the existence of basic axioms that play
the role of ‘constructing scientific knowledge' in the process of
axiomatizing relativity theory. In Reichenbach's constructive axiomatic
system, the hierarchical structure of physica knowledge is more
sophisticated than his 1920 work. In that sense, Friedman's conclusion
that after Theory of Relativity and A priori knowledge Reichenbach
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came to equate the concept of “relativized a priori” with Poincaré's
“convention” and embraced Quinean holism, needs to be reconsidered.

Keywords: Reichenbach, relativized a priori, Friedman, Axiomatization
of Relativity Theory, hierarchical structure of physical
knowledge, history of logical empiricism



