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Toward an Extended Theory of Causality: a Dialogue with
Paticca samuppada
Park So-Jung

This paper is an attempt to reveal the enlightening relevance of the
Buddhist  doctrine, Paficca samuppada  or, 'murual causality, to the
contemporary lincar causal paradigm cthat results in reductionism, thus
indicating its inadequacy in explaining multi-layered, multi-constrained
phenomena. The paradigm shift is mediated by an empirical rehabilitation
of long-been-discredited Aristotle's theory of the four causes, in which the
three of non efficient causes are interpreted as various energy distributing
constraints in each relative levels of the world. In as much as each level
enjoys top-down constraints as well as bottom-up determination, the
resultant pictute is something consonant with the Buddhist view of
interdependency of all phenomena, where no absolute exists to constitute
an ultimate locus of causal power; the Middle Way of Nagarjuna opens a
way to an integration of top-down and bottom-up methodologies in which

the extremes of either reductionism or transcendentalism is avoided.



