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ARTICLE ABSTRACTS

Cognitive Attention and Qualia

Hyo-eun Kim

In this paper, I claim that cognitive attention is one of key
elements in explaining phenomenal experience. To do this, I begin
with Dennett's thought experiment regarding temporal anomaly of
consciousness, which offers ‘Orwellian’ and ‘Stalinesque’ models of
phenomenal experience. He suggests that there is no evidence to
support one over the other. Recent work in cognitive psychology
re-illuminates Dennett's question. Dennett's proposed two models
correspond to the ‘inattentional ammnesia’ account and the
‘inattentional blindness’ account of a series of psychological
experiments.

I argue that the Stalinesque model is more plausible than the
Orwellian. The Stalinesque model supports the view that cognitive
attention helps explain the phenomenal quality of consciousness. I
review competing empirical data supporting the two accounts and
assess their explanatory power. 1 conclude with some explanatory

advantages of the Stalinesque account.

[Key Wonds] Dennett, Orwell/Stalin model, Change blindness,
Inattentional  blindness, Representational theory,

Attention, Qualia, Pain





