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Searle, Kenny, and Building a Proper Theory of the
Intentionality of Emotions

Youngjin_Kiem

While noticing that there is an wurgent need to build a more
plausible theory of the intentionality of emotions, this paper
discusses Searle's and Kenny's cognitivism regarding the nature of
emotions. The research effort focuses on explicating how well
Searle's general theory of intentionality could cover the intentionality
of emotions. With respect to this, it is pointed out that Seatle's
theory cannot properly explain the intentionality of basic emotions
that humans and non-human animals seem to share. Furthermore it
is indicated that the Searlean cognitivistic theory of the
intentionality of emotions needs to be able to adequately pin down
the intentionality of what Kenny calls two different sorts of
emotions, that is, the type of emotions that can be experienced
without using a language and the type of emotions that can only be
possessed by way of mastering a language. From this consideration
it turns out that Searle's and Kenny's cognitivism associated with
the intentionality of emotions require a new theoretical framework
of the issue about how and in what way the content of an

emotional state is determined.

[Key Words] emotions, intentionality, the intentionality of

emotions,cognitivism, Searle, Kenny





