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DISCUSSION ABSTRACTS

Normal Science and the Social Responsibility of the
Philosophy of Science

Joongsop Shin

Steve Fuller argues that Kuhn's relativistic vision of science
triumphed over Popper's positivistic belief in science in his 2004
Kuhn vs. Popper : The Struggle for the Soul of Science. According
to Fuller, Kuhn's victory over Popper was regrettable because his
triumph has had a harmful influence on the status of science and
the philosophy of science. Fuller's work has generated much
controversy, both for and against.

In this paper I critically examine Fuller's argument, particularly in
terms of the normative and descriptive aspects of Kuhn's ‘normal
science’, and in regard to the discussions of such experts as
Bang-Jac Lee. I believe that some of the controversy may be due
to the lack of a full exploration and clear description in Fuller's
work of the distinction between normative and descriptive, and
suggest here that the separation of methodological and ethical
contexts of the word ‘normative’ provides a more complete

understanding of Kuhn's original concept.

[Key Words] Popper, Kuhn, Fuller, Bong-Jae Lee, Normal Science,
Social Epistemology





